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which our species depend on. Unmitigated greenhouse gas emissions risk food insecurity, 

future pandemics, and the failure of the electric grid. 

As of February 2021, 20+ Massachusetts municipalities have passed similar declarations of 

climate emergency. Progress toward this future is underway in Massachusetts, which is among 

national leaders on climate initiatives. For example: 

There are 117,000 jobs in the state's clean energy sector. 

Massachusetts was one of the first states to pass decarbonization legislation, GWSA 

2008 

Shrewsbury, with its own municipal power company, SELCO, is well placed to implement the 

critical transition away from fossil fuels and to advance a robust, carbon-free, equitable 

economy, and the improved health and quality of life that will result. 

The Town of Shrewsbury has committed to the environmental welfare of the community and 

our children by taking the following actions: 

• Green Communities (2018) 

• Plastic Bag Ban (2016) 

• Styrofoam Ban (2018) 

• Community Preservation Act (2020) 

• W. Boylston Pipeline Ban Declaration (2017) 

• Shrewsbury signed the Baker-Polito Administration's Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 

(2017) 

The Town of Shrewsbury therefore continues the effort of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

from human activity within and by the Town to net-zero at the earliest technically and 

economically responsible time. 
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Shrewsbury declares that the Climate and Ecological Emergency threatens our town, region, 

state, civilization, humanity, and the world. We aim for a just, equitable environmental 

transition for the most vulnerable members of our community, such as our children, the 

elderly, and people of color. 

The text of this resolution calls on state and federal elected officials to initiate a Climate 

Emergency mobilization and provide appropriate legislative, regulatory, and financial support to 

municipalities to implement local climate emergency initiatives. 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Shrewsbury Representative Town Meeting goes on record as 

declaring that there is a Climate and Ecological Emergency in the town of Shrewsbury. The 

Town Clerk will send notice of this resolution to the State of Massachusetts Governor's office. 

ARTICLE 35 

(By Petition) 

To see if the Town will amend the Town Manager Act, Appendix B, Chapter 559 to 

prohibit any individual from serving more than twelve {12) consecutive years as a member of 

the Board of Selectmen or School Committee. 

Term limits are an important and accepted aspect of our democracy including at the 

Presidential level. Cities and towns all across the United States have recognized this, have been 

in ongoing conversations about appropriate term limits for their localities, and have enacted 

term limits best suited for them. Here are three examples of enacted term limits within 

Massachusetts: 

1. Southbridge: City councilors are limited to three consecutive 3-year terms 

2. Newton: School Committee members are limited to five 2-year terms 

3. Methuen: City councilors and School Committee members are limited to three 2-year 

terms 

A twelve year term limit here in Shrewsbury would allow for the development of experience 

while also allowing for regular turnover. Further, open seats often draw more candidates. 
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Therefore, we would potentially see an increase in community involvement and voter 

participation. This would also provide an opportunity for increased diversity among town 

leadership so that it might better reflect town demographics. 

ARTICLE 36 

IBy Petition) 

To see if the Town will vote to approve a resolution opposing the addition of fluoride to 

the Town of Shrewsbury's drinking water supply, or to take any other action in relation thereto. 

ARTICLE 37 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to file a petition with 

the General Court pursuant to Article 89, Section 8 of the Amendments to the Constitution 

(Home Rule Amendment), to enact legislation as follows, and provided that the General Court 

may reasonably vary the form and substance of the requested legislation within the scope of 

the general public objectives of the petition: 

An Act Relative to Affordable Housing in the Town of Shrewsbury 

SECTION 1. (a) Notwithstanding section 20 through 23, inclusive, of Chapter 40B of the 

General Laws and any regulations promulgated thereunder, any manufactured home as defined 

in section 32Q of chapter 140 of the General Laws, or any other dwelling unit built on a chassis 

and containing complete electrical, plumbing and sanitary facilities, and designed to be installed 

on a temporary or permanent foundation for permanent living quarters, having been situated 

continuously on the same parcel in the Town of Shrewsbury for twenty years or more as of 

January 1, 2019, and having been assessed as a mobile or manufactured home by the Shrewsbury 

Board of Assessors, shall be considered "low or moderate income housing," as defined in section 

20 of chapter 40B of the General Laws. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Or take any other action in relation thereto. 
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ARTICLE 38 

To see if the Town will authorize the Shrewsbury Electric and Cable Operations 

Commission to acquire by gift or purchase a parcel of land located at and known as 93 Centech 

Boulevard, Assessors Mblu: 55/007000, for municipal light plant purposes, or take any other 

action in relation thereto. 

ARTICLE 39 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by gift, 

purchase, or taking by eminent domain the fee interest, permanent easements, temporary 

easements, or any other interests in land as may be deemed necessary to complete the 

improvements to Hartford Turnpike (Route 20), as shown on a plan entitled "Hartford Turnpike 

(Route 20) In the Town of Shrewsbury - PS&E Design Plans - Sheets 1 Thru 60 - Dated March 3, 

2021", prepared by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation, and to raise and 

appropriate or transfer from available funds in the Treasury a sum of money for such 

acquisitions and to further authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey any of such interests in 

real estate, once acquired, to the Massachusetts Department of Transportation or its designee 

for the purpose of completing the roadway improvements, or take any other action in relation 

thereto. 

ARTICLE40 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds in 

the Treasury a sum of money for counseling and educational services to families, or take any 

other action in relation thereto. 

ARTICLE 41 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds in 

the Treasury a sum of money to be paid to the Lake Quinsigamond Commission to fund the 

expenses associated with the management of Lake Quinsigamond, or take any other action in 

relation thereto. 
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ARTICLE 42 

To see if the Town will vote to choose the trustees of the Wright and Harlow Charitable 

Fund or, take any other action in relation thereto. 
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And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting an attested copy thereof at the Municipal 

Office Building on Maple Avenue and at the Post Office in said Shrewsbury seven days at least 

before the time of holding said meeting. Fail not and make due return on this Warrant with 

your doing thereon to the Town Clerk of Shrewsbury before the meeting aforesaid. 

Given under our hands this 13th day of April, 2021. 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Worcester, ss Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 

This is to certify that I have served the foregoing Warrant by posting an attested copy 

thereof at the Municipal Office Building on Maple Avenue and at the Post Office, in said 

Shrewsbury, as therein directed, seven days before the time of holding said ee · · 

Constable 

Date&Time 
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